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all this and the autobiographical and colloquial nature
of Wits Trenchmour it is quite possible that some such
conversation actually took place and that the Angler
was Harbert. His advice would have been particularly
valuable, as he was closely related to the Countess of
Pembroke and, without doubt, a not infrequent
visitor to her literary gatherings at Wilton.
In passing it would be as well perhaps to point out
that the slightly 'unacquainted' tone of Breton's prin-
ted dedication does not necessarily mean that he was
then a stranger to Harbert. For a parallel we need
look no further than Harbert's already quoted dedica-
tion of 'Cadwallader' to Sir Philip Herbert, the Coun-
tess' son. So 'unacquainted' did this appear to earlier
commentators that they never presumed to suggest a
close relationship between the two men. Yet they
were first cousins and must have known each other
well. Thus I cannot reject the idea that William Har-
bert met Breton at some time during the latter's five
years unruffled connection with Wilton. The fact of
the matter is that the printed dedications of the time
paid due regard to rank and formality, while often
cloaking a language of allusion that conveyed its
meaning to the interested party. This is well exempli-
fied in Wits Trenchmour.
As Harbert is already linked with Breton and with
his dedication in the year 1597, proof of an earlier